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​My​​friend,​​Scott,​​told​​me​​about​​a​​man​​he​​knows​​who​​has​​been​​a​​professional​​bus​​driver​
​for​ ​years.​ ​The​ ​driver​ ​is​ ​actually​ ​from​ ​Australia,​ ​but​ ​he​ ​has​ ​driven​ ​bus​ ​tours​ ​in​ ​places​
​across​​the​​world.​​And​​he​​says​​there​​is​​this​​one​​classic​​movie​​that​​his​​passengers​​seem​​to​
​watch​​on​​just​​about​​every​​bus​​tour.​​In​​fact,​​it’s​​been​​shown​​on​​his​​bus​​so​​many​​times​​he​
​literally​​knows​​the​​script​​of​​the​​movie​​by​​heart!​​But​​the​​funny​​thing​​is​​this:​​because​​he’s​
​always driving, he’s never seen the movie that he knows all the words for!​

​I'm​ ​Ron​ ​Hutchcraft,​ ​and​ ​I​ ​want​ ​to​ ​have​ ​A​ ​WORD​ ​WITH​ ​YOU​ ​today​ ​about​ ​“Only​
​Knowing the Words.”​

​It’s​ ​not​ ​enough​ ​to​ ​just​ ​know​ ​the​ ​words;​ ​especially​ ​when​ ​it​ ​comes​ ​to​ ​a​ ​personal​
​relationship​ ​with​ ​Jesus​ ​Christ.​ ​The​ ​Bible​ ​describes​ ​people​ ​who​ ​are​ ​a​​little​​like​​that​​bus​
​driver​​who​​knows​​all​​about​​the​​movie​​but​​has​​never​​really​​experienced​​it.​​These​​people​
​know​​all​​the​​words​​about​​Jesus,​​but​​somehow​​they​​have​​never​​really​​seen​​Jesus,​​never​
​really​ ​experienced​ ​Him​ ​as​ ​their​ ​personal​ ​Savior,​ ​their​ ​personal​ ​Lord.​ ​In​ ​fact,​ ​there’s​
​probably​ ​someone​ ​like​ ​that​ ​listening​ ​right​ ​now.​ ​And​ ​Jesus​ ​is​ ​reaching​ ​out​ ​to​ ​you​ ​right​
​now to become more than words to you.​

​In​​Mark​​7:6,​​our​​word​​for​​today​​from​​the​​Word​​of​​God,​​the​​Lord​​may​​be​​describing​​you​
​or​​someone​​you​​know.​​“…These​​people​​honor​​me​​with​​their​​lips,​​but​​their​​hearts​​are​​far​
​from​​me.”​​In​​other​​words,​​they​​talk​​a​​good​​game,​​they​​talk​​a​​God-game,​​they​​sound​​like​
​they​ ​know​ ​Him​ ​but​ ​they’re​ ​far​ ​away.​ ​And​ ​only​ ​God​ ​knows​ ​it​ ​because​ ​they​ ​sound​ ​so​
​good.​

​This​ ​business​ ​of​ ​belonging​ ​to​ ​Jesus,​ ​of​ ​having​ ​eternal​ ​life,​ ​is​ ​so​ ​much​ ​more​ ​than​
​something​​in​​your​​vocabulary​​or​​in​​your​​head​​or​​the​​meetings​​you​​go​​to.​​Romans​​10:10​
​makes​ ​it​ ​clear​ ​that​ ​“…it​ ​is​ ​with​ ​your​ ​heart​ ​that​ ​you​ ​believe​ ​and​ ​are​ ​justified…”​ ​That​
​means​ ​made​ ​right​ ​with​ ​God.​ ​It’s​ ​whether​ ​Jesus​ ​is​ ​in​ ​your​ ​heart​ ​that​ ​determines​ ​your​
​destiny,​​not​​whether​​He’s​​in​​your​​words,​​or​​your​​head,​​or​​your​​beliefs,​​or​​your​​schedule.​
​It’s​​possible​​to​​have​​Jesus​​all​​around​​you​​but​​not​​inside​​you.​​And​​if​​you’re​​missing​​Jesus,​
​you’re going to miss heaven.​

​Could​ ​it​ ​be​ ​that​ ​for​​all​​your​​time​​and​​experience​​in​​the​​world​​of​​Jesus​​followers​​you’ve​
​somehow​​never​​really​​committed​​yourself​​to​​the​​Man​​who​​died​​for​​you?​​In​​Matthew​​7,​
​Jesus​ ​describes​ ​people​ ​who​ ​will​ ​come​ ​to​ ​Him​ ​on​ ​Judgment​ ​Day​ ​saying​ ​all​ ​the​ ​right​
​words,​ ​having​​all​​the​​right​​background,​​having​​done​​all​​the​​right​​things,​​and​​then​​some​
​of​​the​​most​​chilling​​words​​in​​the​​Bible.​​He​​will​​say​​to​​them,​​“I​​never​​knew​​you.”​​They​​had​
​Christianity, but they missed Christ.​



​Those​​who​​are​​in​​the​​deadliest​​danger​​zone​​may​​not​​be​​those​​who​​haven’t​​heard​​about​
​Jesus,​ ​but​ ​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​heard​ ​over​ ​and​ ​over​ ​again,​ ​and​ ​they’ve​ ​never​ ​responded.​
​Could​ ​that​ ​be​ ​you?​ ​You’re​ ​risking​ ​a​ ​hardened​ ​heart​ ​that​ ​passes​ ​a​ ​spiritual​ ​point​ ​of​ ​no​
​return.​

​This​​is​​the​​day​​for​​you​​to​​say​​words​​to​​Jesus,​​not​​just​​all​​those​​words​​about​​Jesus.​​Words​
​from​​your​​heart​​to​​His​​heart​​that​​say,​​“Jesus,​​beginning​​today​​I​​want​​to​​really​​belong​​to​
​You.​​I​​am​​totally​​trusting​​You​​as​​my​​Savior​​from​​my​​sin,​​which​​You​​paid​​for​​when​​You​​died​
​on​​that​​cross.”​​He​​has​​been​​waiting​​a​​long​​time​​for​​that​​invitation​​to​​come​​in​​and​​to​​take​
​over​ ​your​ ​life.​ ​Don’t​ ​risk​ ​hardening​ ​your​ ​heart.​ ​Don’t​ ​risk​ ​missing​ ​what​ ​could​ ​be​ ​your​
​final opportunity.​

​If​​you​​want​​to​​be​​sure​​you​​belong​​to​​Him​​today;​​if​​you​​want​​to​​"cross​​over"​​as​​the​​Bible​
​says​ ​from​ ​death​ ​to​ ​life​ ​and​ ​know​ ​Him​ ​in​ ​your​ ​heart,​ ​not​ ​just​ ​in​ ​your​ ​head,​​I​​think​​our​
​website​ ​would​ ​be​ ​a​​great​​place​​for​​you​​to​​go​​next.​​It's​​ANewStory.com.​​And​​it​​will​​help​
​you nail down your personal relationship with Jesus once and for all.​

​You’ve​​had​​the​​right​​words,​​you’ve​​had​​the​​right​​beliefs,​​but​​it’s​​never​​satisfied​​your​​soul,​
​has​​it?​​Now,​​this​​is​​the​​day​​you​​can​​finally​​know​​the​​Savior​​that​​you’ve​​known​​about​​for​
​so long.​
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