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​I​​remember​​the​​day​​we​​ran​​into​​some​​newlywed​​friends​​of​​ours.​​They​​just​​had​​that​​look,​
​you​ ​know,​ ​hand-in-hand​ ​and​ ​grinning.​ ​The​ ​bride​ ​and​ ​my​ ​daughter​ ​started​ ​to​ ​talk​
​excitedly​ ​about​ ​how​ ​the​ ​wedding​ ​went.​ ​When​ ​it​ ​was​ ​time​ ​to​ ​leave,​ ​I​ ​couldn’t​​find​​my​
​daughter, until I got into the van.​

​There​​she​​was​​with​​our​​friend,​​the​​bride,​​and​​there​​were​​wedding​​pictures​​spread​​out​​all​
​over​ ​the​ ​floor​ ​of​ ​the​ ​van.​ ​The​ ​new​ ​bride​ ​was​ ​talking​ ​about​ ​the​ ​ceremony,​ ​and​ ​the​
​dresses,​​and​​the​​flowers,​​and​​who​​was​​in​​the​​wedding​​party,​​and​​how​​they​​did​​the​​vows​
​and​ ​what​ ​happened​ ​at​ ​the​ ​reception.​ ​Of​​course​​my​​daughter​​was​​drinking​​it​​all​​in;​​she​
​was​ ​delighted​ ​to​ ​hear​ ​it​ ​all.​ ​Well,​ ​of​​course,​​it’s​​normal​​for​​a​​new​​bride​​to​​keep​​talking​
​about the day it all began, but eventually she’d better have something else to talk about.​

​I’m​ ​Ron​ ​Hutchcraft​ ​and​ ​I​ ​want​ ​to​ ​have​ ​A​ ​WORD​ ​WITH​ ​YOU​ ​today​ ​about​ ​“New​
​Ground - More Than Memories.”​

​The​ ​Apostle​ ​Paul​ ​had​ ​one​ ​of​ ​the​ ​most​ ​dramatic​ ​spiritual,​ ​shall​ ​we​ ​say,​ ​weddings​ ​in​
​history.​ ​The​ ​day​ ​he​ ​and​ ​Jesus​ ​Christ​ ​got​ ​together​ ​was​ ​unforgettable;​ ​that​ ​great​
​experience​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Damascus​ ​Road.​ ​And​​he​​did​​tell​​people​​about​​that​​glorious​​day​​that​
​his​ ​relationship​ ​with​ ​Jesus​ ​began,​ ​but​ ​he​ ​wasn’t​ ​content​ ​with​ ​just​ ​having​ ​wedding​
​pictures to talk about.​

​Our​ ​word​ ​for​​today​​from​​the​​Word​​of​​God​​comes​​from​​Philippians​​chapter​​3,​​verses​​13​
​and​​14,​​out​​of​​what​​some​​might​​say​​was​​the​​mega​​Christian​​life​​of​​all​​time.​​Here’s​​what​
​he​​says,​​“I​​press​​on​​to​​take​​hold​​of​​that​​for​​which​​Christ​​Jesus​​took​​hold​​of​​me.​​Brothers,​
​I​​do​​not​​consider​​myself​​yet​​to​​have​​taken​​hold​​of​​it,​​but​​one​​thing​​I​​do;​​forgetting​​what​
​is​​behind​​and​​straining​​for​​what​​is​​ahead,​​I​​press​​on​​toward​​the​​goal​​to​​win​​the​​prize​​for​
​which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”​

​Paul​ ​says,​ ​“There’s​ ​always​ ​a​ ​new​ ​front​ ​ahead​ ​of​​me;​​I’m​​always​​pushing​​for​​something​
​new​ ​in​​my​​relationship​​with​​Christ.​​There’s​​always​​new​​ground​​to​​be​​gained​​just​​like​​an​
​Olympic​ ​runner.”​ ​His​ ​testimony​ ​was​ ​as​ ​current​ ​as​ ​yesterday’s​ ​victory​ ​or​ ​today’s​ ​Jesus’​
​challenge​ ​in​ ​his​ ​life.​ ​You​ ​can’t​ ​get​ ​it​ ​by​ ​just​ ​living​ ​in​ ​your​​spiritual​​scrapbook;​​all​​those​
​wonderful​ ​memories​ ​you​ ​have​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Lord.​ ​I​ ​think​ ​too​ ​many​ ​Christians​ ​are​ ​still​ ​just​
​talking​​about​​the​​day​​it​​all​​began…their​​wedding​​day​​so​​to​​speak.​​“How​​I​​got​​saved.​​Oh,​
​the​​day​​I​​accepted​​Christ!​​Let​​me​​tell​​you​​how​​I​​accepted​​Christ​​as​​my​​Savior.”​​And​​that’s​
​important,​ ​but​ ​there’s​ ​got​ ​to​ ​be​ ​more​ ​than​ ​that.​ ​Even​​if​​it​​was​​5,​​10,​​20,​​40​​years​​ago,​
​some​ ​people​ ​are​ ​still​​talking​​about​​that​​spiritual​​wedding​​day​​like​​that’s​​all​​there​​is.​​It’s​



​good​ ​to​​show​​people​​how​​to​​come​​to​​know​​Christ,​​but​​a​​married​​couple​​is​​in​​trouble​​if​
​most of what they have to talk about is still just their wedding.​

​The​​question​​is,​​“What’s​​going​​on​​in​​your​​relationship​​today?​​How​​did​​this​​commitment​
​change​ ​your​ ​life?​ ​How​ ​is​ ​Jesus​ ​changing​ ​your​ ​life​ ​right​ ​now?​ ​What’s​ ​the​ ​Jesus’​
​difference?”​ ​Not​ ​what​ ​happened​ ​five​ ​years​ ​ago​ ​or​ ​ten​ ​years​ ​ago,​ ​or​ ​the​ ​day​ ​you​ ​got​
​together​ ​with​ ​Jesus.​ ​You​ ​say,​ ​“Well,​​we​​had​​this​​time​​when​​we​​went​​away​​together…”​
​No,​ ​no,​ ​no,​ ​tell​ ​me​ ​about​ ​now.​ ​A​ ​marriage​ ​has​ ​to​ ​be​ ​built​ ​on​ ​new,​ ​current,​ ​growing​
​experiences​ ​together.​ ​So​ ​is​ ​a​ ​relationship​ ​with​ ​Jesus​​Christ.​​Our​​churches​​may​​be​​filled​
​with​​people​​who​​have​​only​​had​​the​​beginning​​of​​that​​relationship,​​but​​there’s​​really​​not​
​much after that in the scrapbook. And there’s not much going on today.​

​Maybe​ ​you’ve​ ​been​ ​living​ ​too​ ​much​ ​on​ ​memories​ ​and​ ​past​ ​accomplishments,​ ​old​
​victories,​ ​and​ ​aging​ ​miracles.​ ​Paul​ ​says,​ ​“Forget​ ​what​ ​is​ ​behind;​ ​press​ ​forward​ ​to​ ​new​
​ground.”​​Let​​the​​Lord​​touch​​you​​in​​a​​new​​way​​today.​​Every​​day​​give​​Him​​a​​specific​​piece​
​of​​new​​ground,​​and​​then​​you’ll​​have​​more​​than​​a​​wedding​​to​​talk​​about.​​You​​will​​have​​a​
​fresh, exciting, life-changing relationship.​
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